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Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

This amendment is submitted in response to the Official Action of May 21, 2003. 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. SECTIONS 1.8(a) AND 1.10 

(When using Express Mail, the Express Mail label number is mandatory; 
Express Mail certification is optional) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

MAILING 

S deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

37 C.F.R. Section 1.8(a) 37 C.F.R. Section 1.10 

□ with sufficient postage as first class mail. E3 as "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 

Mailing Label No. EV 327551067 US 
(mandatory) 

TRANSMISSION 

C] facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office (703) 



Date: November 21, 2003 



Signature 

Geraldine Marti 



(type or print name of person certifying) 
• Only the date of filing (§1.6) will be the date used in a patent term adjustment calculation, although the date on any 
certificate of mailing or transmission under § 1.8 continues to be taken into account in determining timeliness. See § 
1. 703(f). Consider "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" (§ 1.10) or facsimile transmission (§ 1.6(d)) for the reply to be 
accorded the earliest possible filing date for patent term adjustment calculations. 



EXPRESS MAIL LABEL 
NO.: EV 327551067 US 



IN THE DRAWINGS 

Formal drawings are submitted herewith as replacements for the originally 
filed drawings taking into account the acceptability of the changes previously proposed in the 
drawings. 

In preparing the drawings, numerals have been assigned to the various 
elements and these have been incorporated in the specification. 



Figs. 7, 20 and 21 are deemed to be surplusage as they are directed to 
unclaimed details. In order to simplify the disclosure they have been deleted. Therefore, the 
drawings include Figs. 1-18 of which Figs. 1-6 correspond to original Figs. 1-6 and Figs. 7-18 
correspond to original Figs. 8-19 . 



